Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

Minutes of January 6, 2010

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 7:00 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of the December 2, 2009 Plan Commission Meeting and Public Hearings. A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Fleming, second by Siepmann. Motion carried.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Commissioner Tobolt.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Martin & Kimberlee Laur

Old Business: 

Martin & Kimberlee Laur – Scott Lane – Conditional Use Permit for Pet Grooming Business – Chapman reviewed the conditional use permit stating there is a single employee, hours are between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays, the grooming business will only be operated in a portion of the garage, appointments will be staggered, traffic would be limited to four to six vehicles per day, they will have no signs, the dogs will not run at large or create a nuisance, and there will be no retail business. Chapman stated the use shall terminate upon sale of the property.

A motion to recommend approval to the Town Board was made by Fleming, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

Richard & Erin Falk – Roosevelt’s Quay – Conditional Use Permit for Earth Altering Activities – Chapman reviewed the conditional use permit stating the land altering activities would not create flooding, concentrated runoff, inadequate drainage, unfavorable drainage or excess erosion or sedimentation, drainage through PVC pipe shall be discharged into the existing ditch along CTH KE, 8’ Colorado blue spruce evergreen trees will be planted on the berm to provide screening and block sound. 

Haroldson said the landscape architect tried finding archives for the subdivision. Klink said he was given a generic plan.

A motion to recommend approval to the Town Board was made by Klink, second by Fleming. Motion carried.
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New Business:

Proposed Outdoor Wood Burning Furnace Ordinance – Haroldson said the Town Board gave the directive to look at outdoor wood burning furnace ordinances. Haroldson said Wisconsin and Michigan have a model ordinance and the Village of Richfield has a similar ordinance. Haroldson said the building inspector wanted it brought to the Plan Commission’s attention that briquettes are provided by the manufacturer and owners should be allowed to burn them. There was discussion that the outdoor furnace should be located not less than 350 feet from the nearest inhabited building only on adjacent properties. 

Haroldson said the building inspector suggested that the Town add to the ordinance that the outdoor wood burning furnace doesn’t get put against a vacant lot’s lot line and the building inspector also suggested the height needs to get above the neighbor’s roof line. Morris stated he talked to a factory representative and said some have taller stacks and some are only 10’ to 12’ tall. Haroldson said it might jeopardize the owner’s warranty if the stacks have to be adjusted to a taller height. 

Chapman stated that the Town would want these burners to be further from the lot line and the Plan Commission should give thought to the offset regulation. Haroldson stated the ordinance should designate that it requires a permit.

There was discussion on the dates of the outdoor furnace being used from September 15th to May 31st. Fleming stated that some people use them all year round for their water heaters. Morris stated the ordinance should list the dates and they can use them all year round if the owner can provide proof that they need it for water year round.

Haroldson said for the section of existing outdoor solid fuel heating devices the building inspector stated that it should list the owners need to burn clean wood and existing owners should be notified. Haroldson said the last paragraph states the property owners assumes all risks. 

Chapman stated he would cross check the DNR model ordinances with the Village of Richfield ordinance and put together the Town’s.

Stamsta questioned if there would be a penalty if the owner burned garbage. Chapman stated there would be a penalty provision. Oman questioned if there are any circumstances where the Town could have the owner cease and desist. Chapman said if they don’t quit burning garbage or if it becomes a public nuisance.
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Planner Update:

Haroldson stated that Waukesha County would be denying the Mason Creek Winery because they cannot have a residential tenant living upstairs. Haroldson stated the zoning could be changed to B-2, but the winery wouldn’t be allowed. Haroldson said Van Goethem, the owner of the property, was given options, but he doesn’t want to rezone. Haroldson said she spoke with the owner of the business park and he does have space available for the winery to move there.

Haroldson spoke about the DNR Stewardship grant and stated they have very strict directives regarding conservancy land that must allow hunting. Haroldson said owners are reluctant to put their land in conservancy because of hunting. Haroldson stated the Mid Kettle Group is asking the DNR to allow flexibility in urban or residential areas. Klink questioned if this would affect existing land or just new and upcoming conservancy. Haroldson stated it would affect new but if there is an addition to existing conservancy it would apply in order to get the stewardship grant. Klink stated the Town has an ordinance. Haroldson stated the DNR would override the local ordinance. 

Oman said she received a letter from County that they bought four acres from Baumann just south of the Monches Park. Oman said she applied two months ago for the Community Block Grant for the trails but they need the prevailing wages from Don Cull and the Town filed for $22,000 for the Smart Growth grant and received $13,000.

Fleming questioned where the Town is at with the McBroom property. Haroldson said she is working with the surveyor and suggested the Town go to the McBroom’s and have them put the trails in and then the Town would buy it to avoid the prevailing wages.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Siepmann. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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