Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

Minutes of February 3, 2010

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:00 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of the January 6, 2010 Plan Commission Meeting. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Stamsta, second by Siepmann. Motion carried.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Commissioner Tobolt.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Jean Gales, and two other people.

Old Business:
Proposed Outdoor Wood Burning Furnace Ordinance – Haroldson questioned outdoor wood furnaces only being installed in areas zoned for agricultural use since the Town doesn’t really have just agriculture use. Chapman said he would change the wording to use only in area where all requirements of this ordinance must be satisfied and cross off area zoned for agriculture use. Haroldson also questioned section 4c, which states 350’ from the nearest building not on the same property, and 4e, which states residences that are located within 500’ of the furnace. Morris said it should be consistent and make the two distances the same.

A motion to redraft the ordinance and bring it back to the Plan Commission was made by Klink, second by Good. Motion carried.

New Business:

John Gehl – CSM to Combine Lots – Stone Bank Rd – Haroldson stated that in 2002 John Gehl bought the Geraldine Rogers farm. Haroldson said a split took place and there was an agreement with the church to have first right of refusal to buy outlot 1 but the church doesn’t want it, so Gehl is combining all the lots.  Haroldson said Waukesha County reviewed the CSM. Morris stated there are 22 items that need to be changed. Haroldson listed some of the corrections are: lines need clarification, names need changing, the Environmental Health Division needs to check the septic system, the ordinary high water needs to be listed on every page, and a restriction for possible recreation trails in the future should be added. Jean Gales stated the CSM is at the surveyor’s to be cleaned up. 

Fleming asked the purpose of combining all of the lots.  Gales said there are 3 or 4 tax keys now and Gehl wants all lots as one tax key. Klink asked if there is a disadvantage to combining the lots. Chapman said there’s not an advantage, but it’s helpful. 

Morris questioned the status of the tree cutting and asked if it was resolved. Gales said she isn’t part of that project. Haroldson said from the letters she received from Waukesha County he is working on restoration. 
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Haroldson stated when there is a cleaned up survey it should come back to the Plan Commission. Morris said the Town Board should not sign until after Waukesha County. Klink asked if complying with the tree cutting operation could be a condition. Siepmann said the survey should be on one page. No action was taken.

Todd Lynch – CSM to Combine Lots – Hasslinger Dr – Haroldson said he is combining lots. He owns lot 1 and a portion of outlot 1 and he acquiring a section from Mr. Sellers. Haroldson said he would have 2 tax keys because part of it is in the Village of Chenequa. Haroldson stated Waukesha County has not reviewed it, but the part of the parcel that is in the Town of Merton is under shoreland jurisdiction. Siepmann stated the Town is not requiring a road right-of-way dedication. Klink said it’s an old existing road and has 24’ road right-of-way. Morris stated no action is taken and the Town will wait for Waukesha County’s recommendation and then it will be brought back.

Mark Neumann – CSM to Re-Configure and Combine Lots – Robin Ln – Haroldson reviewed the Sellers/Newman CSMs that were created in 2000. Haroldson said she met with Waukesha County and the Register of Deeds and they have a level of comfort that the area is being cleaned up, but there is no Waukesha County review yet. Haroldson said the buildable area is lower on the lot and there was an easement given for access to the pond. Haroldson said this is a chance to put no splits unless they come back to the Town on the CSM and stated Waukesha County is frustrated as well. Morris stated no more land transfers without Town approval. No action was taken.

Planner Update:
Park Update – Haroldson said she has called and written the McBrooms about the trails, but found out from their daughter-in-law that they are out of town so she will be meeting with Mary Lou Findley instead.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Siepmann. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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