Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

Minutes of March 4, 2009

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 7:00 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of 2/4/09 Plan Commission Meeting. A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Fleming, second by Klink. Motion carried.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Kozlowski, Fleming, and Klink, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Commissioners Siepmann, Stamsta, and Tobolt.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Heather Turner Loth (MSI General), Pastor Allan Jahneke, Carolyn Friedemann, Dan Below, Kathy Liebert, and 6 other citizens.

Old Business:

Recommended Land Use Plan Map for Waukesha County, 2035 – Chapman stated he would write a resolution. Chapman suggested the Plan Commission wait until the March 18th Plan Commission meeting to make a motion.

Recommended Land Use Plan Map for Town of Merton, 2035 – Chapman said he would write a resolution, which would include the map and the plan and be subject to the Kaun and the Quarry properties. Chapman suggested the Plan Commission wait until the March 18th Plan Commission meeting to make a motion.

New Business:

Northpoint Community Church Conceptual Site Plan – Turner Loth said the proposed site is across the road from Park Road and asked for opinions and if the church is feasible. Turner Loth stated that this would be a 400-seat sanctuary and have a first floor and a basement. Turner Loth said there would be 113 parking stalls and would seek a shared parking agreement for the bigger events. Turner Loth stated the DOT recommended the driveway line up with Park Road. Turner Loth said they haven’t discussed landscaping or lighting yet.

Turner Loth stated the hours of operation would be Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturday 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with special events such as bible study, funerals, and weddings, and  also community events. 

Jahneke thanked the Town for allowing Northpoint Church to use North Lake School and indicated there was a great draw and need for another church in the community.
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Morris questioned storm water. Turner Loth said they would follow the guidelines and would need additional testing. Haroldson said the church would need a conditional use permit. Fleming asked what would happen if the church outgrows the property. Jahneke stated additional land could be sold to them for parking. Jahneke said he has approximately 100 people per service, the church could hold 400 people and flexible seating would be used. Klink asked how long they would stay if they keep growing. Jahneke said 5 – 7 years.

Morris asked about plans for lower level. Jahneke said it would be used for Sunday school, classrooms, and youth area. Kozlowski asked the size of the parcel. Jahneke said the parcel is 2.501 acres.

Haroldson stated she had concerns about the overall parking and would like traffic flow addressed. Jahneke said services are a half hour apart and he would probably schedule more services for bigger events. Haroldson questioned outdoor space for recreational activities and if the architectural design would fit in the neighborhood. Jahneke said they would utilize space in the community and he would like to build something like Evergreen Condos. Klink said there would be potential problems if this church let out at the same time as the other churches. Jahneke said he could balance the services out.  Haroldson asked if he would consider less parking. Jahneke said he doubted it. Kozlowski suggested no left turn would solve some problems. 

Turner Loth said April 1 is the timing of the purchase of sale. Klink suggested they get an extension since the Town has no design, and issues need to be addressed.  Klink said there are issues with storm water that the DOT needs to address. Chapman said a conditional use permit would be needed and there would be conditions and suggested they look at conditions from other churches conditional use permits. 

Planner Update:

Haroldson said there was no planner update.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Kozlowski. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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