Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

April 7, 2010

· Meeting Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 7:03 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of the March 3, 2010 Plan Commission Meeting. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Fleming, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

· Attorney Comments on Public Hearing – Attorney Chapman stated the Plan Commissioners cannot decide matters before they hear people speak at a public hearing. Chapman said it is best for commissioners to keep an open mind, to not comment, and to consider all testimony at a public hearing and then make a decision. 

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Good, Tobolt, Fleming, Klink, and Stamsta, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Commissioner Siepmann.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Jim & Karen Tremaine, Wesley (Butch) Staus, and 3 others.

Old Business:

Jim Tremaine – CTH VV – Land Division by CSM – Haroldson stated Tremaine had the North property line match the parcel to the west, he obtained consent and has a letter from Waukesha DOT to have access to Hwy VV, the BOA gave approval to access a parcel less than 3 acres via 33’ easement, and soil borings are completed. Haroldson said number 2 on the CSM notes needed to be corrected as the 10/07/09 minutes state a building permit must be obtained within 12 months or the outbuilding must be removed. Fleming questioned what happens if he gets the permit but doesn’t build. Chapman said the outbuilding would come down. Good asked about the timetable. Tremaine said he is hoping to start in June. Tobolt questioned further land division. Haroldson said it is zoned B-2 and is doubtful.

Chapman suggested the CSM and easement both go to the Register of Deeds at the same time. Haroldson and Tobolt said access easement, Exhibit D, should be shown on CSM. 

A motion to recommend approval to the Town Board with the two changes was made by Fleming, second by Tobolt. Motion carried.

New Business:

Staus Property – Laskin Road – Creating Lot – See Definition of Lot per 17.03 – Haroldson said both sides of the parcel are split by Laskin Road and the surveyor would provide legal descriptions. Haroldson stated Waukesha County has jurisdiction on the east side and are not going to request a CSM. Chapman said he spoke with 
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Mark Powers and stated County will accept and will allow a house to be built on the east side. Chapman said under the law this is a single parcel with public land between 2 lots. Chapman questioned if 1 lot is sold, is it a land division? Morris said no, it is already divided and it would just be an ownership change. 

Tobolt questioned the condition of the barn and asked if it was usable. Staus said not really. Tobolt said Staus would have to write a letter to the assessor requesting two tax key numbers. Chapman said a new legal description is needed. Tobolt said if a second tax key is created, a building permit must be obtained within 12 months or the buildings have to come down. Morris said the creation of a lot is subject to park fees. Chapman said this should be put on the Town Board agenda to confirm.

A motion was made by Tobolt second by Stamsta to create a lot by description on the Staus property as presented on the plat of survey map, providing that if the lot is created a building permit be obtained and a house must be built within 12 months, or the outbuilding would need to be removed. If a permit is not obtained the parcels would have to be rejoined. Motion carried. 

Fred’s Sanitary Update on Plan of Operation – Christine Lane – Haroldson said the original Plan of Operation included wholesale auto on Internet, but Wallace has since shut down his auto dealership and Bogey Enterprises will be a tenant and is renting space for an auto dealership. Oman said it is a new business and all tenants have a new plan of operation. Chapman said the state requires a location for a licensed dealership and a new plan of operation solves the problem. Morris said no action is taken and new plan of operation is needed for Bogey Enterprises and Lindsay Wallace should come in and update his plan of operation.

Monches Park – Park Grant Application Request for Funding – Haroldson said Monches Rec Club would like wood chips, garbage cans & recycling bins for the cost of $7,600 and are requesting $3,800 from park funds.

A motion to approve was made by Fleming, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

Planner Update:

Chapter 18 – Haroldson said she is working on Chapter 18 and is finding errors.

CSM Checklist – Haroldson said she went through the Town ordinances to see what matches with Waukesha County’s checklist. Haroldson said many of these items already exist in the zoning code in some way, but not in a checklist form. Haroldson said some items should be expanded, some items Waukesha County checks, some items apply to Town only parcels and some items only apply to shoreland jurisdiction parcels.
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Tobolt suggested that items for shoreland jurisdiction should be marked with an asterisk and Stamsta suggested the items be numbered to make it easier to locate. 

Tobolt said a copy of perk tests or evidence of soil suitability is a good idea. Oman questioned if perk tests would help with storm water. Haroldson said structure existing on site and within 50’ on adjoining property and use of structure to be retained, is new. Tobolt questioned if other municipalities require this item. Haroldson said Waukesha County, Oconomowoc, Mukwonago, Ottawa, and Vernon have this requirement. There was discussion on existing easements, utilities easement and easements in the road right-of-way. Good said all easements should be shown. Morris stated vision corners should be in preliminary CSM and would like the vision corner item to be expanded. 

Trail Update – Haroldson said the Town received a bid for the trails and the Park Committee suggested the Town get two other bids. Haroldson said she would set up a meeting with Pete Hirt to see if the school is still in support of the trail.

Morrison stated appointments are up in May for Fleming, Good, Siepmann, and Tobolt and they should let him know if they are considering staying on or would like to be replaced.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Klink. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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