Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

Minutes of June 3, 2009

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 7:02 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of 5/6/09 Plan Commission Meeting. A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Siepmann, second by Fleming. Motion carried.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Tobolt, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Mike Kotlarek, Jim & Karen Tremaine and Mark Tarkowski.

Old Business: None

New Business:

Jim Tremaine – CTH VV, Conceptual Land Use Plan – Tremaine said he has lived at this property for 34 years and he would like to split his property and build a house in the back. Tremaine said the proposed access goes from 33’ to 31’ to stay conforming to the 20’ side lot line. Morris stated lot 2 has 24.94 acres and stated it should be 2.49 acres. Morris questioned the asphalt to the pole barn. Tremaine stated asphalt runs to the house and recycled asphalt goes to the pole barn.

Haroldson stated the property is zoned B-3 business, which does not permit residential use, and there is not enough width to get back to lot 2. Haroldson said B-1 allows for residential use and Tremaine needs guidance from the Commissioners. Siepmann said the Commissioners should respect the Land Use Plan. Morris said commercial lots go all the way back to bugline and business zoning goes all the way to the cemetery. Tremaine said there are four lots to the cemetery and all are residences.

Chapman stated B-3 zoning is the most intense of the business zoning and suggested the Town keep it business but zone it B-1 or B-2. Stamsta questioned if the parcel is rezoned and the housing is permitted, could the driveway be resolved? Tobolt reviewed what would not be allowed if the zoning went to B-2 and stated B-2 would be more conducive to the area. Morris stated across the road is farmland which is residential and B-2 is staying within the essence of the Land Use Plan. Oman stated there would be a public hearing for a zoning change. Chapman stated Tremaine could apply for a variance for lot size before rezoning or he could run both parallel. Siepmann said he was comfortable preserving the business overlay. Stamsta and Klink recommended changing the zoning to B-2 zoning. No action taken.
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Accessory Building Ordinance – Haroldson stated the intent was to limit accessory buildings to a certain percentage or 5,000 sq. ft whichever is the least amount unless it is farm use. Oman said the whole Town is full of pole buildings and there is a limit of two accessory buildings. Chapman said the County’s ordinance is the same as the Town’s ordinance. Chapman stated a petitioner could appeal to the Board of Adjustment for a special exception when they are proposing more square footage than the 3% limit allows.

Haroldson suggested the Town should look at other municipalities’ ordinances. Morris stated the ordinance needs to be looked at and things should all be spelled out in the ordinance. Chapman said height should be defined for the type of building. Chapman said he and Marilyn would discuss the ordinance and will come back with something.

Austin Estates – Preliminary Plat​ – Haroldson said the preliminary plat is on the agenda to bring the Commissioners up to date and it would be on the July agenda as an action item. Haroldson said the developers addressed some of the concerns Waukesha County had and stated the plat has the same number of lots with the same conventional design and the Town is waiting for letters from the County and the DOA. Haroldson said the access easement was widened and there is a 20’ wide trail easement.

Chapman questioned limitations in the vision buffer. Kotlarek said there couldn’t be anything put in the vision buffer and lot 5 would own the easement. Kotlarek said County approved the preliminary grading plans and they have the dos and don’ts for the vision corner. Stamsta questioned the radius of the cul-de-sac. Kotlarek said 80’. Siepmann asked about the landscape island. Haroldson said they were asked to take it out. Morris questioned if there were excel or decel lanes on Dorn Road. Kotlarek stated yes, it’s on the grading plan. Siepmann questioned what outbuildings are allowed to stay on lot 1. Kotlarek said the barn is going down. Oman questioned a fire tank on the plat. Haroldson stated he was asked to get a letter from the fire department and stated he should find out where the fire chief want the tank.

Siepmann said the site begs for a cluster subdivision and would make a better site. Siepmann said the easements would be much more configured and the owner of the outlot is more bullet proof and if it was owned by all homeowners there would be more strength in that. Stamsta asked if a cluster was proposed. Fleming said the owners don’t want a cluster. No action taken.

Park Committee Meeting:

Public Comment – None.
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Outdoor Park Accessories – CDGB Grant – Town of Merton Community Park – Haroldson said the Community Development Block Grant covers benches, picnic tables, and garbage receptacles along the trails, and she met with Klink and Oman to review choices. Haroldson reviewed the proposal for the benches, picnic tables and receptacles. Klink stated someone would have to empty the receptacles. Haroldson said Dave Robinson of the soccer club said they would take responsibility for bagging and emptying them. Haroldson stated the picnic tables weigh 1,100 pounds and Robinson said he was willing to pay for one of the picnic tables. Haroldson said it would take 4 to 6 weeks to get the accessories and the total is $4,367.48 and $3,000 left in the grant. Oman said the total exceeds the budget and asked if the Town should dig into the park fund. Oman said Haroldson should ask the soccer club for a $1500 donation.

A motion to approve the proposal was made by Fleming, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

Park Updates – None.

Planner Update: - Haroldson said the Town Board approved changes and edits of the land use plan on May 12th and the changes will be inserted in the Plan and then sent to the DOA and SEWRPC. 

Haroldson stated the Town of Merton hosted a Municipal Storm Water Pollution Prevention training workshop on May 11th and was attended by five municipalities.

Haroldson said ordinance changes for accessory buildings, cluster design, mixed use, and fences should be looked at and each meeting she will bring up an ordinance.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Klink. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.

Respectfully,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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