Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

Minutes of July 1, 2009

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:04 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of 6/3/2009 Plan Commission Meeting. A motion to approve the minutes as printed was made by Fleming, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Tobolt, Fleming, Klink, and Stamsta, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Commissioners Siepmann and Good.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Jim Tremaine, Don Cull, Dave Robinson, and Joel Vento.

Old Business:
Austin Estates Preliminary Plat – Haroldson said she received a letter from the Department of Administration and they had no objections to the preliminary plat dated 10/20/08, and she received a letter from Waukesha County Parks and Land Use with recommendations and some changes. Waukesha County recommended a road to the North and a P.U.D., but those items are not required, and requested a trail to the south. Haroldson said she also received letters from Waukesha County Land Resource Division and Waukesha County Environmental Health. A letter was received from Ruekert–Mielke with most of their requests reflected in the preliminary plan, and Haroldson stated engineering reviews would be needed before final approval. Haroldson said all agencies except the Village of Merton have responded.

Haroldson stated the following conditions are to be completed and considered:

· Locate the emergency fire protection water tank

· Recommend reducing building setbacks from the road to 75’ or less

· Clarify what buildings on Lot 1 will remain and which will be razed

· Submit copies of soil evaluation reports for the Town file

· Copy of a preliminary plat showing all zoning code requirements

· Topographical lines

· Existing zoning on and adjacent to the proposed subdivision

· Berms 

· Roads

Haroldson said the driveway should show as removed on the plat.

Tobolt asked if the Town has asked for an all-inclusive preliminary plat before and if it is reasonable to ask the developer to do that. Haroldson said yes.
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A motion to approve Austin Estate’s Preliminary Plat subject to Waukesha County’s list of conditions from date of review 6/18/09 and the planner’s recommendations mentioned and listed on planner’s report was made by Tobolt, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

New Business:
Don Cull Excavating – Plan of Operation – Center Oak Rd. – Cull stated he is taking one building down and putting another building up. Haroldson said Cull has a couple of buildings on site and his business has been around since the 1950s, before zoning and plans of operation. Haroldson asked Cull to submit a site plan of the property.

Tobolt questioned how many trucks were going out. Cull stated maybe 15 a day.  Cull said he keeps the trucks inside overnight and keeps a few pieces of equipment outside. Klink asked how many pieces. Cull stated up to 5 pieces of equipment. Cull was instructed to make the changes on his plan of operation.

A motion to approval the plan of operation with the changes was made by Stamsta, second by Klink. Motion carried.

Rezoning Properties on CTH VV (Tremaine Property West to Cemetery) from B3 to B2 – Haroldson said Tremaine would submit the paperwork for rezoning and he will pick a day for his neighbors to be invited for a meeting. Haroldson stated all of the properties have a residence and it makes sense to change the zoning. Haroldson said rezoning shouldn’t affect the land use plan since the land is staying commercial. Tremaine said he hasn’t talked to the neighbors yet and stated there are 6 residences, not 4 as previously discussed.

Haroldson said Tremaine will submit the information to the Clerk, and then it will go to the Town Board to submit to the Plan Commission for a joint public hearing with both the Plan Commission and the Town Board.  Haroldson said if the Town approves the rezoning, they would have to adopt an ordinance and the ordinance would go to County.

Duane Stamsta – Combining Lots by CSM – Center Oak Rd. – Stamsta said he has multiple parcels and decided to consolidate. Haroldson stated there are no separate tax keys, but this would create one legal description. 

A motion to recommend approval of the CSM to the Town Board was made by Fleming, second by Klink. Motion carried. Stamsta abstained.
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Scott Bence – Combining and Redefining Lots by CSM – Hillcrest and Vista Dr.- 

Chapman said the triangle shaped parcel is dedicated for public right of way and will improve road situations. A portion of the roads were vacated before 2/10/09, but it was found that part of the roadway lies on personal properties. Chapman said Bence still owned the road, so he came before the Town Board. On 3/24/09 the Town Board adopted a resolution to vacate. Chapman said the quit claim deeds were executed for Bence, Nielsen, and Novak and are to be held and not recorded until the CSM is approved.

Haroldson said flood elevations need correction, minor changes need to be made to the wording, and the surveyor’s seal, signature and revision date should be included on all pages. 

A motion to recommend approval of the CSM to the Town Board subject to the planner’s conditions was made by Klink, second by Tobolt. Motion carried.

Planner Update:

Accessory Building Ordinance – Haroldson collected ordinances from other communities and stated no other community allows a 5,000 sq. ft. building unless it’s solely used for agriculture or farming. Haroldson said she asked the building inspector what he would like to see in the ordinance and he stated he would like the size spelled out in the zoning district and would like to go higher in height. Haroldson thought it was a good idea to have limitations in the zoning district and said in other communities an exceptionally larger building would need to come in for a conditional use. Morris suggested that maybe the definitions need clarification. Haroldson asked the commissioners to think about the accessory building ordinance. Morris suggested the Town look at the Town of Summit’s ordinance and the Town of Oconomowoc’s ordinance.

Park Committee Meeting:

Public Comment – Fleming asked about the trails. Haroldson said she is getting bids from surveyors. Fleming asked about the weeds in the community center. Klink said the weeding was done today. Valerie Schweitzer has a girl that she donates to take care of the weeds. Oman said that is very generous of Val and she is very nice to work with. Fleming mentioned the advertising signs on the fence of the nursery in Stone Bank on Hwy K.

Park Updates – Lake Country Soccer Club, Dave Robinson (Town of Merton Soccer Park) – Robinson thanked the Plan Commission for the park tables and benches. He said the paths are a hit and add more park flavor to the park. 
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Haroldson said the soccer club contributed a picnic table and a bench to the park. 

Robinson asked about signage and stated they could provide advertising for someone who sponsors them with a sign behind a goal. Robinson would like to know what they could offer someone who donates to them. Tobolt said they are in a very residential area and signage is a sensitive subject. Vento said they were thinking small wooden signs that would fit into the décor of the park. Haroldson suggested a metal plaque on the back of a bench. Oman suggested a sponsor plaque on the building. Tobolt suggested a sign on the inside of the door to the building. Fleming suggested a little sign on each field. Klink said if the club has an idea they should bring it to Marilyn and the park committee.

Morris asked if they were satisfied with the parking lot and if it needed to be re-striped. Robinson said it was a fantastic addition and is holding up very well. Klink said repainting the parking lot next year as well as the Monches parking lot should be thought about. 

Robinson said they would like a well to maintain the fields, for landscaping, and for the concession stand, and they wonder where the well should go. Robinson said financially they are looking to dig a well within the next 12 months for about $10,000. Tobolt said they should look into putting in a septic system immediately because they might not be able to run water from the building without a septic system. Stamsta suggested they should check with the well drillers in the Town and see what they would contribute.

Morris asked about the future goals of the club and asked if they are looking to expand. Robinson said it’s dependent on growth in the area. He said they had 1,000 kids and then it dropped down to 600 and they are now back up to 1,000. Morris asked about the overall plan for the park and what the Town should move forward on. Robinson said amenities would lift the park. Robinson said baseball and t-ball are on the plan and the possibility is there if the demand is. Klink commended the soccer club for working with the Town.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Stamsta. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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