Town of Merton

Plan Commission Meeting

July 7, 2010

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 7:15 p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris.

· Minutes of the June 2, 2010 Plan Commission Meeting and Public Hearing. A motion to approve both sets of minutes was made by Fleming, second by Siepmann. Motion carried.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Tobolt, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Also Present: Waukesha County Staff Representative Sheri Lieffring, Kurt Barth, Chris Protz, Jeremy Simons, Ry Thompson, Nancy Matthisen, Jean Zylka, Nancy Dross, Karen & Don Swearingen, Barb Carrera, Donna Willems, Nancy VanHorn and a few other residents.

Old Business:

New Business:

Daniel G Fairbanks/Sharon Rehlinger – North Bay Rd. – Conditional Use Permit for Earth Altering Activities – Chapman stated the following conditions as mentioned in the public hearing: care to save the trees, care to erosion control, if steps encroach within 75’ of lake they shall be reduced to 3’ width, maximum height for walls are 4’ with 6’7” at the corner, and the same materials would be used as in existing wall.

Stamsta stated the retaining wall by the big oak tree is not necessary because without enhancements there is no need to have the retaining wall. Good stated all efforts to preserve trees should be made, but it feels like an empty statement. Siepmann said it sounds like they want to keep the trees.

Fleming would like the double wall to go back 10’ to 15’ to cut height down. Siepmann agreed and stated he would like to keep the wall height minimized and they should soften that look to neighbors by using vines and bushes. 

Tobolt clarified moving the retaining wall to 5’ of lot line is a compromise and they could have applied to keep the retaining wall where it is. Lieffring stated this is what they applied for and it would be difficult to get approval where the retaining wall is now especially with neighbor opposition.

Chapman stated additional conditions would be to omit the revision wall by the oak tree, move extending split wall up the hill, and landscape in 5’ side yard with vines and bushes.

A motion to recommend approval of this conditional use subject to the various conditions, which Bill has taken notes of and will draft a proposal to present to the County and to the Town Board was made by Stamsta, second by Good. Motion Carried.
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Milwaukee Girls and Boys Club – Camp Whitcomb Rd. – Wind Energy Tower – Height Regulations (17.21) – Jeremy Simons, Representative of Boys & Girls Club, stated the Boys and Girls Club would like to install a wind energy systems to be environmental stewards and a better way to promote energy. They would like to keep the program feasible and this would help offset costs and also be used for their environmental program.

Chris Protz, Executive Director of Camp Whitcomb, said the wind energy systems would help maintain cost of utilities and kids would have an understanding of how energy plays a piece in their lives. Protz said this is not going to impact the camp and they are not making changes. 

Ry Thompson, Project Manager of Seventh Generation, stated this would be a small wind turbine, not the kind in Fond du Lac. The wind turbine would be good for use of energy and money and the site is appropriate for wind conception. Thompson stated they are proposing a 50 kilowatt endurance wind turbine with 140’ monopole. With the tip of the blade the height is 171’.  They received approval from Focus on Energy and We Energies and have received a letter from Federal Aviation Administration stating the turbine is no hazard to air navigation. Thompson stated the turbine would be 350’ northeast of James Lodge and the nearest residence is in Whitetail Hills about 1,150’ away. The turbine meets all local, state, and federal code. 

Klink asked if they are planning for more towers in the future. Protz stated the committee discussed and their plans are for one tower.

Tobolt stated the state is on the verge of passing standardized rules for turbines and questioned what the cut off is for small turbines. Thompson stated less than 100 kilowatts and 300’. Thompson said small wind turbines are exempt from a lot of the rules.

Haroldson said this is not a conditional use and is allowed in all zoning except C-1. Haroldson said the building inspector has the right to approve, but he referred it to the Plan Commission because it’s over accessory structure height. Chapman clarified that the building inspector denied permit. Haroldson stated she and the building inspector are concerned with the camp being for kids of all ages and would like to see fencing. Thompson said the lower 10’ of the ladder will be removed and that does alleviate concern.

A motion to recommend approval of the wind turbine to the Town Board for Camp Whitcomb Mason with the height of 171’ as presented by Tobolt, second by Fleming. Motion carried.

Tobolt clarified the Boys & Girls Club would still need to get a building permit and pay for the fees after the Town Board meeting.

Swearingen – Bobtail Court – Request for 2nd Driveway – Bob Swearingen said both him and his wife have large families so when there are family affairs it generates a lot of cars. Klink stated this is a new subdivision and there are no safety issues, no drainage issues and would not affect neighboring issues. 
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A motion to approve dual driveway as presented of Don Swearingen was made by Tobolt, second by Stamsta. Motion carried.

Parks:

McBroom Property Acquisition Trail Proposal as Recommended by the Park Committee –

Haroldson stated the McBroom’s donated land as outlined by the surveyor. Some specs would be written for the trail and the trail would be like the soccer park trails. The funds for the construction of the trail would come from fees in lieu of. Haroldson said they would need to allocate a few dollars to get the land transferred from the McBroom’s to the Town. Haroldson said she would get a legal description to Chapman.

A motion to accept the gift of the McBroom Property was made by Stamsta, second by Fleming. Motion carried.

Planner Update: 

Chapter 18 – Haroldson stated there are three components to Chapter 18. She has gone through and red lined under jurisdiction and under definitions. She would like to amend the definitions and recommended the Plan Commissioners look at the definitions for major and minor subdivisions. Morris said each of the Plan Commissioners should spend some time on this. Haroldson said they would have discussion on it at the next meeting and the Plan Commissioners should bring their books back.

Chapters 17 – Haroldson would like the Plan Commissioners to consider wind energy towers for a conditional use. Haroldson stated that other communities have made them appropriate in certain zoning districts. Chapman stated he has no problem with them being a conditional use permit. Haroldson discussed conditional use permits for other uses and would like it to be not so broad. She discussed what should be allowed in the A-1 district and discussed crematoriums in certain districts.

Letter of Withdrawal – Haroldson stated the Town received a letter of withdrawal from the Gardens of Stone Bank and the Town Board accepted the withdrawal.

A motion to adjourn was made by Fleming, second by Klink. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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