Town of Merton

Public Hearing

Town of Merton Comprehensive Plan 2035

April 28, 2009

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 7:02 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Supervisors Herrick, Nawrocki, Fleming, and Lichte, Attorney Chapman, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Clerk Oman.

Also Present: Marilyn Haroldson, Tim Klink, Paul Griffin, David Frazer, Jill Rick (LCR), Leroy Tobolt, Deputy Gratton, and another deputy.

Nawrocki read the public hearing notice. Morris stated the Land use Plan of 2005 had to be brought up to date to be smart growth compliant and in order to get grant money, the plan has to be done by May 4, 2009. Morris said the Plan Commission spent a lot of time on the plan, as well as the Planner, the Clerk, and the Deputy Clerk.

Haroldson reviewed the history of the land use plan and stated that each board member received a CD of the Land Use Plan. Haroldson stated the Town worked with Waukesha County and 27 other municipalities. Haroldson said the grant ended in December of 2008, but Waukehsa County was given an extension and the grace period is until May 4, 2009. 

Haroldson distributed a land use map, a history of platting activity table for the years 1960 to 2008, a table of changes in land use from 1963 to 2000, and a table of planned land use from 2000 to 2035 to the Town Board. 

Herrick commented on the agricultural planned land use for 2035 and asked what if farmers don’t want to farm. Haroldson said the Town would address the plan every five years. Haroldson said the plan says the Town can use agricultural land for 1 dwelling unit per every 5-acre density, unless the land use plan is amended. Haroldson stated 100 acres would allow 20 sites. Haroldson stated that some densities that Waukesha County has, the Town can’t have because the Town doesn’t have sewer and water.

Lichte asked when subdivisions are planned, are the schools asked if they could accommodate new students. Haroldson said yes, and that is part of the Chapter 18 of zoning. Haroldson said the developer has to get a letter of approval from the administrator or principal.

Haroldson reviewed the mapping and the Town went through it section by section and not much is different from 2005. Haroldson stated the Town 
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surveyed 27 landowners in prime agricultural land regarding 35-acre density. The Town was able to keep the 5-acre density. Haroldson stated the Town was able to get mixed use for small businesses with living quarters above, and the industrial and quarrying remains the same.

Haroldson stated the Town was asked for items in the plan such as assessment of economic development, intergovernmental cooperation conflicts, trends in land use, and implementation. Haroldson said she didn’t make changes, she provided additional information.

Nawrocki questioned the loss of 500 acres on the planned land use table. Haroldson said she would check the numbers.

Morris opened the public hearing for comments and questions.

David Frazer – asked if there is anything that protects the town land from being taken by the DNR or the Village of Chenequa.

Haroldson said the Town’s plan doesn’t show their jurisdiction but the other municipalities would have to show it in their plan. Haroldson stated that there was 27 other municipalities and they all looked at each other’s maps and all were accepted.

Public hearing closed at 7:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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