Town of Merton

Public Hearing

Lake Country Unitarian Church

May 4, 2011

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 5:30 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Newman, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Clerk Oman.

Also Present: Rick Mortimer of Solar Innovations, Inc., Jerry Flakas, Mike Goral, Jim Hansen, Ray Grosch, and Tom Halquist.

Claas read the public hearing notice.

Mortimer stated the posts go into the concrete and there will be four posts in back and nine in front. They will be holding angle iron pieces that hold the solar panels which face the south and are stationary. The wires are covered with mesh so no one can touch them. The electronic equipment is in a cabinet that would require a key to be opened. Mortimer said the beams are galvanized steel and while he can’t say they last 25 years, they last a long, long time.  Electronic inverters are good for 10 years and they don’t expect problems the first 10 years. The panels don’t need to be cleaned too often because of the rain the Midwest gets. Morris questioned if it would hook right into the grid for WE Energies. Mortimer said they haven’t finalized it yet, but it would feed into the transformer and then go into the church. The surplus goes to the grid. In the summer it would generate more energy than they need, but in the winter it would generate less than what they would need. Grosch said it will pay for itself in 15 years and grants are involved with Wisconsin Election and Focus on Energy. Good questioned vandalism. Mortimer said generally they don’t have vandalism and they are made to withstand 50 mile per hour hail storms. Fleming questioned if the septic field fails, would they have room for an alternate site. Mortimer said yes

Newman suggested they plant trees to block the view, but not too close to obstruct the sun. Flakas said they want to let people see them to be an example of what a solar system looks like. Klink said he likes the idea and the concept, but they should have a berm or landscaping to detract away from the beams. Flakas said they had an informational meeting, and took a flyer to the neighbors, school, and the Christian Science Church and no one had any objections. The structure will be 106’ back from the Highway K right-of-way.

Chapman asked if a state agency permit is required. Mortimer said just electrical. Chapman stated the permit would be issued by the building inspector with conditions and they must comply with the state statutes. The plan of operation and the informational meeting letter will be incorporated into the special use permit. Landscaping would be approved by the planner or the plan commission and the special use permit would not go to the Town Board.
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Morris opened the meeting to public comments and concerns. There were none.

Public hearing closed at 5:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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