Town of Merton

Public Hearing

Stone Bank Bible Chapel

March 16, 2011

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:30 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Newman, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas

Absent: Clerk Oman

Also Present: Jay Keinert, Gary Vose, Mike Brinkman, Andre Miller, Kurt Barth, Anthony Catarozoli, and Jill Rick (LCR)

Claas read the public hearing notice.

Keinert stated a partnership with four members bought the property four or five years ago. Stone Bank Gardens used the property until last spring. Oconomowoc Bible Chapel was in a school but they were kept in a small room that was not large enough, so they requested use of the chapel or community room. Keinert said he met with the operator of Stone Bank Gardens since he has first right of refusal of the church and he declined. It didn’t conflict with his operation and they had several discussions. Keinert stated they have coexisted there for about three years and it was brought to his attention about a year ago that a formal application was required.

Keinert said he is having difficulty with his tenant and a lawsuit was filed in January and it hasn’t been resolved. The court date is March 29th.  The tenant sued Keinert to get out of the lease and it is still pending. The tenant has two leases, one for the garden center and one for the landscape area.

Brinkman said they have services on Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and they have roughly 40 members with usually 30 members attending. Mid week they have bible study from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday or Thursday depending on how many people can make it. They have had one men’s breakfast meeting. They have a refrigerator and a stove in the kitchen downstairs. They bring in food for the breakfast meeting and they might warm things up in the stove. They haven’t cooked there yet, but they would like to have that as an option. Family gatherings usually have 10 to 12 families. They are using the auditorium and two offices. One office is being used as an office and one would be a nursery. This is an independent bible church – 501C3 church. They have been in existence since 1991 and their legal name is Oconomowoc Bible Fellowship. They can accommodate 60 people and do not see it expanding at any great rate. At one time there was pastor living quarters, but it is now walled off. Crown Development is in the back of the church and would like the right to use it as an office. Stone Bank Gardens’ conditional use includes all of the parking and the bathroom facilities.
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Chapman asked Barth if the intention is to get out of the lease and vacate. Barth said he couldn’t say. Keinert said the lease ends at the end of the year. Barth said he has the option to renew. Keinert stated that there is a stipulation that if he finds someone else to 

run the garden center, Stone Bank Gardens would leave and they would have to leave in five days. Barth said the stipulation is that if there is a new tenant he would cooperate in helping them get a new conditional use permit. Haroldson stated the buildings are allowed to be there with the existing conditional use and the Town would ask them to be removed if there would be a new conditional use.

Good asked if the church foresees the congregation growing and expanding. Brinkman said not necessarily. They plan to be at this site for a long period of time and could potentially have two services, but that is not likely.

Morris opened the meeting to public comments and concerns.

Vose asked if the Town delays making a decision, could they continue to meet there until it gets resolved. Chapman stated the Plan Commission couldn’t give permission to violate the ordinance. 

The public hearing was closed at 7:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R Claas

Deputy Clerk
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