
TOWN OF MERTON

                                                         Minutes of Public Hearing
                                                  May 18, 2011 – Haertle Property

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Fleming, Stamsta and Good Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson and Clerk Oman.

Absent: Commissioners Siepmann, Klink and Newman.
Also Present: Amy Barrows, Waukesha County, John from Terra Tec, Mr. Kubale and Tom Dunham. 

Amy Barrows read public notice for the Haertle property. 

John: talked about the elevation of the berms or mounds that would be installed around the driveway and the elevation of those berms would not exceed 2-1/2 to 3 feet. Plantings installed would be perennials and shrubs to provide seasonal colors.

Morris asked if there would be a stone hedge. John said they would be rolling contours to soften the approach to the house. Chapman asked if there would be retaining walls? Barrows indicated the house/walls/decking are part of the zoning permit for the house and they also had a permit to cut many trees, but stated there is small area of Primary Environmental Corridor (PEC). 
Morris stated this public hearing comes under our Preservation of Topography ordinance. Good aksed about type of material. 
Barrows said anything over 15 cu.yds equals a conditional use. John said they are using about 800 cu yds. of topsoil and wouldn’t interrupt the tree roots. John said the contours would basically camouflage the driveway. Most of the material is compost and peat moss. Good asked if there would be room to push the snow in the winter. John said yes. 

Barrows asked how deep the soil would be. John said 4-6”. Morris asked where all the top soil came from. John said it is a big house and they have stockpiled the topsoil since March. Discussion on the two houses razed and siltation over time. Barrows said the lot is three acres. Mr. Kubale said years ago Welch burned the house down. 

Good said having the soil stockpiles sit so long is not good for the trees root system. 

Barrows commented on the vent pipes for the septic system. She said they should watch for the lower west vent to make sure it is 12” above grade and the others could be flush with the grade. Morris asked if the soil field was under the driveway. John said yes, they designed the septic that way. 

Mr. Kubale was concerned about the fire lane or gravel roadway to the lake. John showed him on the map where the lane is still there. John presented books showing how the planting beds would look. Mr. Dunham commented on the berm on one side and asked if the other landscape plans were finished. John said the permit conforms with the existing grades. 

Dunham wanted to know if there were any changes to the fire lane. John said it now has 10” gravel on it to maintain the status of it.  Dunham wanted to know if the fire department can still access the fire lane. Discussion.  Morris said they have a gentlemen’s agreement. Fire lane or road is private to the boat launch area. Kubale said it is unusual because the Haertle’s own 3 / 4 of the lane and he owns the 15’ access by the boat launch.
Morris indicated that was not part of the public hearing and the parties would have to discuss together. 

Closed public hearing at 7:26p.m.     













Respectfully Submitted, 
PH-05-18-11 Haertle 


