Town of Merton

Joint Public Hearing with Waukesha County

For Mary & Richard Bock to allow land-altering activities associated with the construction of retaining walls and new stairways.

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:31 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Plan Commissioners Tobolt, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Waukesha County Staff Representative Peggy Tilley, Mary & Richard Bock, and David Newman.

Tilley read the public hearing noticed and distributed photos of the property she took today. 

Richard Bock stated they have issues with their porch, deck and the pillars. One or two of the pillars shifted towards the lake and are pulling the deck away from the home. The hill is actually moving toward the lake. An engineer looked at it and they want to add two retaining walls, one on the side and one in the front. They are going to use geo grid to enforce. The deck was built about 10 years ago and it started shifting about 3 years ago. The project would take about two to three weeks to do.

Tilley stated they would need to apply for an erosion control permit, have a landscape plan, and screening of the retaining walls. Tilley said they would recommend construction fencing to protect the PEC area on the southeast side. The floodplain increased to 970’ and they will need permits for grading. Tilley stated there is a stone area within 75’ of the lake on the north side of the project. If they remove that for part of the construction and want to put it back they would need a variance. Tilley stated she was not sure how easy it would be to get variances. Tilley said they couldn’t cut any vegetation without a permit, even buckthorn.

Siepmann questioned if the stairways comply. Tilley stated the ordinance states not more than 3’ wide within 75’ of the lake. Tobolt questioned the level of certainty for the floodplain and asked if it would drop the 10’ what does that mean to the petitioner. Tilley said either they couldn’t grade below that line or they would have to rezone that process to residential. Morris appreciated the formal plan and the study that was done. He said the Bock’s are attempting to do it right, preserve their property, and are just trying to protect what they have.

Morris opened the meeting to public questions and comments.

Chapman asked if the contractor would be applying with more precise plans. Mary Bock stated they could. They have no official drawings or plans yet because they didn’t know what the final plans will be. She stated they will be using natural boulders and they will have gray Lannon stone steps.

The public hearing was closed at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk

