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Public Hearing
Milwaukee Boys Club – Camp Whitcomb Mason
Solar Thermal Hot Water System
July 20, 2011

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Newman, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink & Stamsta, Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas
Absent: Commissioner Good
Also Present: Clerk Oman, Chris Protz, Lindsey Finklang, Lynn Nashban, Calvin Gander, Bob & Karen Schwartz, Dennis & Alecia Hevey, and Sharon Pluff

Claas read the public hearing notice.

Chris Protz, Executive Director of Camp Whitcomb Mason, stated there would be eight solar panels installed on the roof of the Friendship Lodge which would be connected to a large water heater. It will save Camp Whitcomb Mason some money, it will not impact the appearance of the building, and the solar panels will be flush against the existing roof. The solar thermal hot water system is being paid for by a grant program and Camp Whitcomb Mason will not be paying anything. 

Lindsey Finklang, Lead Coordinator of Project Soarr, said this is their third year and their third installation. They have installed two solar thermal hot water systems in Kenosha County. Project Soarr works with at risk inner city young adults. They have 18 trainees who will install the plumbing and electric under the supervision of plumbers and electricians.

A sample of a solar panel was displayed. Each solar panel is 4’ x 8’ and weighs 113 lbs. and puts 3.5 lbs. of pressure on the roof.  The panels are installed on a 45˚angle and have no problem with the snow. There will be two solar storage tanks, each storing 119 gallons of water. The system runs 24 hours a day and there is no noise. 

Newman asked about the Grant and milestones. Finklang stated there usually is a 10 year buy back. The system will save 80% of their water heating cost and the savings for Camp Whitcomb would be immediate. 

There is an ongoing maintenance check once a year, every five years the glycol mix in the solar loops needs to be replaced, there is seven year maintenance warranty for the workmanship and a ten year warranty for equipment. Finklang explained how the system operates and stated Focus on Energy makes sure everything is legitimate.

Siepmann asked if trees would be cut down or trimmed. Lynn Nashban, Founding Director of Project Soarr,  said there would be no trimming and they are very fortunate.

The Chairman opened the meeting to public comments and concerns.

Dennis Hevey – N89W28803 Antler Circle – asked how many panels there would be and about offsets. Finklang said there would be 8 panels and there would be no offset at all. Hevey was shown a sample panel.
Morris asked about the color of the rest of the roof. Finklang said it was dark gray and black.
Sharon Pluff – W289N8965 Antler Circle – asked when the roof would need to be replaced and what would happen when it would need to be replaced. Finklang said the roof would not need to be replaced for 15 years. They would have to take down the panels, reapply the roof. The piping would still be good. Protz said the roof has asphalt shingles and the Boys and Girls Club would have to raise funds to replace the roof.
Calvin Gander – W292N8382 Camp Whitcomb Rd – lives adjacent to Camp Whitcomb Mason and said when the leaves are down, he can see the swimming pool and the building and he has no objections to the solar panels.
Oman – asked about the snow staying on the panels. Finklang stated the panels are on a 43˚ angle and are black so the snow melts really fast and doesn’t stick to the panels.
Klink stated there is a drive down to the lodge and it would be difficult for people to see other than the gentleman who made the comment.
The public hearing closed at 6:23 p.m.
Nashban thanked the Town for the opportunity. She said they started working with the inner city youth three weeks ago and they are wonderful, wonderful kids.
Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas
Deputy Clerk
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