Town of Merton

Joint Public Hearing with The Town Board

To Consider Rezoning Request of Rocco Sapienza & Patrick Conway

& Stonebank Properties LLC

December 2, 2009

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:30 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Supervisors Fleming, Nawrocki, and Herrick, Commissioners Tobolt, Siepmann, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Attorney Chapman

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Jim Gutzwiller, Gail & Louis DeFrancesca, Martin & Kimberlee Laur, Erin & Joel Falk, Pete Salamon, Steve Flatt, Peter & Kathy Schlicher, Joe Reuteman, Warren & Linda Blahnik, Jill Rick (LCR), Matt Neumann, Amy Michelic, and Kyle and Bobbi Gomon.

Clerk Oman read the public hearing notice. 

Gutzwiller stated they are in the process of purchasing the facility and their business would have cold storage, packaging of seafood products, and value added production. They plan to have 12 to 15 employees with 12 full-time and 3 part-time employees and have hours of operation from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, and have 3 or 4 special events to sell seafood at cost to the local community. Gutzwiller said the trailer that was to be moved by December 1 was removed and the inspection by the environmental health division has been completed. 

Herrick asked if seafood would go in the dumpster. Gutzwiller said absolutely no; remnants go in seafood, the majority of seafood bought is skinless, and any skin would be grinded into the septic.

Haroldson explained that Mr. Dee’s operated under a conditional use permit, but never officially had the conditional use because Mr. Dee’s didn’t comply with the conditions. Haroldson said the facility is appropriate to rezone from B-2 to B-3 and the use is permitted by right in B-3 zoning. Haroldson said the plan of operation would be approved after the rezone with all conditions discussed at the last public hearing.

Tobolt stated a conditional use has the option to review and questioned if a business plan of operation also has that option. Haroldson stated a plan of operation could be reviewed and is complaint driven. 

PH – 120209SB

Morris opened the hearing to public comments and concerns.

Oman said she is concerned about future uses a rezone would open like junk yards. 

Claas read the phone message from Gary Neurenberger about his concerns for the rezoning of the property.

Public hearing closed at 6:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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