Town of Merton

Public Hearing

Pet Grooming Business Request of Martin & Kimberlee Laur

December 2, 2009

· Called to Order by Chairman Morris at 6:44 p.m.

Present: Chairman Morris, Commissioners Tobolt, Siepmann, Fleming, Klink, Stamsta, and Good, Planner Haroldson, and Deputy Clerk Claas.

Absent: Attorney Chapman

Also Present: Clerk Oman, Martin & Kimberlee Laur, Warren & Linda Blahnik, Peter & Kathy Schlicher, Joel & Erin Falk, Jim Gutzwiller, Gail & Louis DeFrancesca, Joe Reuteman, Peter Salamon, Steve Flatt, Matt Neumann, Amy Michelic, Kyle & Bobbie Gomon, and Jill Rick (LCR)

Clerk Oman read the public hearing notice.

Martin Laur stated this would be a part-time business open 2 days a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. by appointment only, would be in a portion of the garage, the dogs would be picked up 2 or 3 hours after drop off, there would be 4-6 vehicles per day, and the owner would be the only employee.

Morris asked if they would have to remodel. Martin Laur stated he would put up a wall to section off the garage. Kimberlee Laur stated the dogs would be in kennels inside and would be picked up 15 to 20 minutes after grooming is done and stated they have a bathtub and a kennel dryer. Klink said concern is with barking all day. Martin Laur said they never received complaints when they were operating their business in the Town of Lisbon.

Morris opened the hearing to public comments and concerns.

Linda Blahnik – next-door neighbor – said she is opposed and questioned if there was a lack of business buildings available. She said the area is a family area, not a business area.

Warren Blahnik – next-door neighbor – said to not compare Hillside Road location to the present. He said they are totally different and can’t compare. Blahnik asked if they would have a sign out. He stated a lot of people work out of their home, but it’s odd to bring customers to home.

Laur said this was a business decision and it’s cheaper. They haven’t had any problems and they don’t groom huge dogs. Laur said all dogs are on leashes or in kennels. Laur said they would not have a sign.
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Haroldson said they are limiting their hours and this use is permitted by conditional use in zoning of 3 acres or more. Tobolt questioned if the declarations of restrictions was looked at. Haroldson said it was not.

The public hearing closed at 6:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly R. Claas

Deputy Clerk
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