Town of Merton

Public Information Meeting

Minutes of February 8th, 2011

On, Tuesday, February 8th, 2011, the Town Board will meet at 6:00p.m. at the Merton Town Hall, W314N7624 Hwy 83, North Lake, WI 53064 for a Public Information Meeting with Residents regarding the Special Use System, Wind Turbine Installed at the Milwaukee Girls & Boys Club, Camp Whitcomb located off Center Oak Rd. 

Present: Chairman Morris, Supervisors Fleming, Herrick, Lichte and Nawrocki. Attorney Chapman, Planner Haroldson, Highway Superintendent Klink and Clerk Oman. 

Also Present: Richard Bird, Willy Hampel, Ed & Mary Schlumpf, Barb Carrera, Karl Holt, Paul Schneider, Roy Thompson and Dave, 7th Generation, Chris Protz & Jeremy Simon, Jeff Schowalter, Camp Whitcomb, Amy Kubalski, Tera Brudel, Dennis Hevey, Mr. Pluff, Mr. Gridell, Dan Reed, Bob Fitshur, Brandon Bergman, developer Whitetail, Joe Travato, Lake Country Reporter and many others about   35-40 in all. 

Morris opened the public information meeting at 6p.m. and told the audience, no decisions would be made at this meeting and said the board is meeting to hear residents concerns on the wind turbine. 

Protz said the camp has been there for 99 years and have always been stewards of the land, nature, education, renewable energy and education programs for children. Protz said in 2009 a committee was formed to look at all the adverse affects of the proposed turbine, safety, neighboring residents. The Boys & Girls Club is hoping to generate electricity that would save the Club about $870,000 over 25 years. Protz said it should cut their electrical costs by one-third. 

Thompson presented to the body a power point presentation that went through; showing usage, cost savings, wind speeds, decibel levels, and permitting timeline. Thompson said the size of the tower is 140’ monopole with 30’ blades; total height is 170’ and was approved at the plan commission on 7-7-10 and at the town board on 7-13-10 meetings. The permit was denied by the building inspector in May because of the height but was approved under a Special Use System per 17.31, which does not require a conditional use. 

Thompson said a flyer was distributed to residents in their paper box on May 25th, of 2010 inviting them to a meeting at Camp Whitcomb to explain the wind turbine. He stated the turbine was 1085’ to Whitetail Hills. 

Thompson said the turbine was connected to the grid today and is up and running. 

Thompson said Camp Whitcomb is not interested in a wind farm and are only looking at one turbine. He went on to say that Waukesha County doesn’t have enough wind to support wind farms. 

Sound levels were talked about and examples of decibel levels were sighted. Thompson said the noise decreases the farther you are away from the turbine. Thompson also talked about bird fatalities and said wind turbines are responsible for a small amount, .01 to .02 percent. Thompson said he has a letter from Steve Ugoretz at the DNR saying a study is not necessary. He talked about the possibility of ice sheds and danger involved and said the turbine has hi tech sensors that stop the turbine before the output exceeds safety i.e.: ice and ice fall. He also stated; there is also no evidence on home sales or values being affected by a wind turbine.

Nawrocki asked the speed of the turbine, at 50mph.  Thompson said it runs at 55mph. 

Lichte asked about the decibel level. Thompson said it runs at 30-35 decibels, mid to high 30 dcb levels, spikes with car noise etc. 

Chapman asked about the turbine stopping with ice accumulation. Thompson said typically the motor shuts down with safety concerns such as ice. Dave, 7th Generation said it has a thermal layer, a blanket. 

Lichte asked about flicker shadow issues? 

Thompson said there isn’t a problem with a small turbine such as this. It is programmed to analyze shadows per PSC regulations. 

Morris said shadows are not a problem. 

Haroldson asked if the turbine runs 24/7 and 365/year. Thompson said yes, but in the summer not much. 

Morris asked about brakes. Dave said it has pneumatic released brakes if there is a power outage. 

Herrick asked about the ladder. Dave said it is 15’ from the ground and the Camp was looking at taking out another 15’ section. 

Chapman asked about wind speed running. Thompson said on average about 25% a year. 

Nawrocki said the turbine is activated with a wind from NW and West. Answer was a yah (anemometer) is a weather vane and adjusts. 

Ed Schlumpf said he received notice of the meeting last May and 1 person showed up and wondered where all the other people were. Hevey said he didn’t get a notice. 

Holt said he heard discrepancies in their facts tonight and wondered what was accurate? Savings, power. Holt said to be consistent. 

Showalter asked about the ice throw.  He said there are 18 children in the subdivision and with a 55mph wind; it could throw it 50’. What is your methodology? 

Amy – said the turbine has fail-safe measures that would shut it down. 

Tera Brudel – Brudel was reading the FAQ’s from Camp Whitcomb and there were some discrepancies on the fact sheet. The sheet talked about the capacity factors, woods, over estimating the savings, wind shears, turbine speeds and the power curve. Brudel said #9 stated unused electricity will help the neighbors offset electrical costs. 

Thompson said the excess goes into the grid. 

Pluff said the turbine was put up without permits from the County. 

Protz stated they applied for the zoning in May.  The county re-issued the permit and found the paperwork in the file along with the check to the County. Jeremy stated the check was dated 5-7-10. 

Holt asked why he was put to task with his commercial building as far as aesthetics, trees being planted, block building, more than the turbine. He said it was inconsistent in the ordinance. 

Holt said the Town should notify the LKMD with anything within 2000’ of the lake, i.e.: water quality, visual aspects, and in the right place. Holt said the town should draft an ordinance and not be bias on wind energy. Holt said there are 440 voters in the LKMD. 

Morris said the LKMD was in attendance the night of the board meeting for another matter. 

Gridell said the communication wasn’t good and it just built frustration. Gridell said the residents should be notified to alleviate problems. Her concern was the kids and wind shear and the owners in Whitetail all having an interest in the out lot where children do play. Gridell said the ladder should be raised. 

Protz said at Camp Whitcomb, kids are their mission. 

Reed said the flyer didn’t say anything about a wind turbine, just renewable energy. Reed spoke with a Sheri Koswinski at the DNR and she said the DNR is working on regulations. He stated there is a problem dealing with wildlife and carcasses all over the place and residents would be picking up those carcasses. 

Resident stated you can see the tower from Lake 5 Road, it’s in plain view. 

Fitshur asked about the height. Haroldson said the plan commission could make an exception on the height. Chapman stated the zoning code allows for that exception.

Holt said residents should be notified one mile out and how it might affect them. 

Reed asked how the decibels are documented, how is it recorded? 

Thompson said he wasn’t an acoustical engineer but it was based on an acoustical study done in Quebec, March 2010. 

Simon has a video standing under the turbine and the noise levels.  The further away, the less you heard it.  Simon said it was quiet. 

Kowalske asked about the timing of construction, the meeting and outdoor activities. 

Pluff said the ladder is an issue; it should have fencing around it with the icefall, winter events, and kids walking under the turbine. 

Protz stated they looked at all the issues with kids, with regard to safety and fencing. Protz said they would do what they had to, to protect the kids. 

Gridell said the turbine was visually invasive, asked about solar energy?

Protz said they did not look at solar energy. 

Gridell said future ordinances should have landscaping in it. 

Chapman spoke about PSC rules and a case in Calumet County where the court threw out the local ordinances. He stated the statutes take over for alternative energy. Chapman said when thinking about local ordinances, one size does not fit all. Chapman said the town would have to determine case by case. Chapman said the town should have an ordinance on wind turbines and pull out 17.21. 

Thompson said Chapter 6 addresses small turbines and PSC 128. 

Chapman said the town would keep at it. 

Gridell said the town should cease future construction until the ordinance is written. 

Lichte said the town should  have public input in the ordinance. Haroldson said the ordinance should be by conditional use and public notice. 

Chapman said conditional use would be in the ordinance. 

Resident said public hearings should be mandatory. 

Chapman discussed the fencing and said kids climb fences and that’s why they went with the ladder off the ground. 

Amy – talked about legislation. Should have a public hearing, prove public health concerns. 

Showalter said 7th Generation has differing views because of their vested interest. 

Morris talked about available agriculture.

Showalter said you should challenge the system. Questions should be brought up. 

Bergman talked about local government control, creating an ordinance, different venues. Bergman said we have the right to govern ourselves. Get neighbor opinions so they can voice those opinions. 

Adjust the ordinance. Bergman said he was disappointed. 

Reed talked about health and safety. Consider the rules, icing on the blades and sound limits. 

Simon said Camp Whitcomb they looked at many hypothetical concerns to see what could happen.

Showalter said what if the blade discharges, what happens? He spoke about design and community support. 

Morris said the board would proceed with an ordinance with advice from the attorney and planner. 

Chapman spoke about noise and safety levels. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Susan J. Oman

Town Clerk 

Note: Minutes are written from Clerk’s notes.  Tape recording is available for copy. 
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