Town of Merton 

Town Board Minutes 

March 10, 2009 

· Called to order by Chairman Morris at 7:00p.m. 

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris 

· Minutes of February 24, 2009.  A motion was made to approve by Nawrocki, second by Miller. Motion carried. 

Present: Chairman Morris, Supervisor’s Fleming, Herrick, Miller and Nawrocki. Attorney Chapman, Tim Klink, Highway Supervisor Treasurer Courtney and Clerk Oman. 

Also Present: Barry Curci, Mark Lichte, Gary Sherwin and Mark Mohr. 

Citizen Comments and Concerns: Curci asked about the recycling item on the agenda. 

Old Business:  

Treasurer’s Report on Town Accounts – Treasurer Courtney on the funds kept at First Bank, Sweep Accounts, a CD and balance kept at the Local Government Investment Pool and the different interest rates on those accounts.  Treasurer reported on the FDIC limits.

First Bank Financial Center -  Gary Sherwin and Mark Mohr were representing First Bank.  Sherwin presented the board with facts and figures on rates. Sherwin stated the sweep accounts are collateralized and well protected. It is as risk free as you can have it. Sherwin said the LGIP invests the same way, except now the LGIP lost one layer of protection with insurance backing on CD/commercial paper. Mohr stated the sweep accounts are backed 100% by US Government Securities. Mohr stated the Town is a valued customer and with the money the town keeps at the bank also gives strength to lending within the community.  Sherwin said FDIC is US Government Securities. 

Nawrocki asked about the highly rated municipal securities? Sherwin said they have municipal securities only in municipalities with an A rating. 

Miller asked about the rates he’s getting which are higher. Sherwin said those rates are geared to consumers not business. 

Sherwin said the bank was just looking into the CDARS program, which is a multi-bank investment with only one statement.  The town could possibly put money into a CDARS program, which is different CD investments, from 4 weeks to several years depending how you would want the money invested. Ie: One million dollars would be spread out among 15 banks and protected with FDIC 
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Insurance, but the Town would get only one statement and you wouldn’t have to go from bank to bank. The fees for this service would be reflected in the rates. 

Morris thanked the bank for their report to the board. 

Waukesha County Recycling, Garbage Pickup, Yard Waste Proposal – Chairman asked the Clerk to read the follow up report from Waukesha County regarding the coordinated recycling, garbage pickup. 

· 1800 households have private garbage collection about 62% at a cost of about $290.00/year. 

· Operation of the transfer station costs over $36,000/yr. 

· Residents that pay for collection service subsidize the cost of the Town drop off site

· Difficult to control non-resident use of the Town drop off site

· Difficult to predict costs for the drop off site due to increases in state landfill surcharges 

· Having 2 companies driving the same roads weekly is not energy efficient

· Recycling increases when there is only one program 

· Town receives recycling rebate based on the recycling rate

· County will provide free recycling

· 4 municipalities in the county that don’t provide garbage pickup

If the Town went to garbage pickup, the cost would be $175.56/yr per resident for up-the drive service or $157.08/hr for automated curbside trash collection. 

Fiedler stated in her letter, based on the private subscription cost, the savings would be over $205,000. to area residents that have private garbage pickup.

Fiedler’s letter stated due to the cost savings and environmental benefits and increased recycling, the county staff would recommend going with a collection contract. 

Board asked the Clerk to arrange for the County and Veolia to meet with the board to discuss the proposal. 

New Business: 

Library Addition & Renovation Project Draws – A motion was made to approve $54,509.10 and $75,230.06 by Miller, second by Fleming. Motion carried.

Nashotah Park, Extend time for Burn Permits – Clerk stated Mike Bourgin from 

Retzer Nature was asking for extra time to burn off their prairies in Nashotah 
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Park, due to weather, wind and other conditions. Town burn permit allows one burn every 30 days for residents. 

A motion was made by Herrick, second by Fleming to allow the burning permit from March through May with coordination with the Stone Bank Fire Dept. Motion carried. 

Clerk Board and Attorney Reports – 

Fleming has a LKMD meeting on March 16th. 

Miller will meet with the NLMD. 

Herrick wanted to congratulate the Hartland Fire Dept. for the quick response and treatment of his Mother.  He said it was unbelievable how fast they got there.   Herrick said cudos to the Hartland Fire Dept. 

Morris reported that: 

· WI. Retirement rates would be increasing and state revenues would be cut.

· Board of Review training session at the Village of Nashotah. 

· Received an invitation for the Lake Country Lutheran High School Dedication Ceremony on March 15th. 

· Capital Day is March 25th. 

Operator’s Licenses – A motion was made by Fleming, second by Miller to approve  Imse and Miller. Motion carried. 

Vouchers – A motion was made to approve vouchers as presented by Fleming, second by Miller. Motion carried.

A motion was made to adjourn by Miller, second by Fleming. 

Adjourned at 8:22p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan J. Oman 

Town Clerk 
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