Town of Merton 

Town Board Minutes 

April 27th, 2010

· Called to order at 7:30p.m.

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris  

· Minutes of April 13, 2010. A motion was made by Fleming to approve, second by Nawrocki. Motion carried. 

Present: Chairman Morris, Supervisor’s Fleming, Lichte, Nawrocki. Supervisor Herrick had an excused absence. Attorney Chapman, Hwy Superintendent Klink and Clerk Oman. 

Also Present: Mike Grota, David Newman, Sharon Neuhofer, David Lanser, Jane Wester, Ice Age Trail and Deputy Plennes

· Report from Assessor Grota – Grota presented the board with a packet explaining where the Town is regarding their compliance on assessed value with the State of Wisconsin. Grota said the Town received their notice from the State saying they were out of compliance with their assessments and 2011 would be a monitor year for the State. Grota said if the Town doesn’t do a reval, the State will in 2012.  His recommendation was to start with fieldwork yet this year and budget for it in 2011. His recommendation would be to do an exterior walk around of each improved parcel. 

Discussion from the Board on the revaluation options, market value versus assessed and market and equitability.  Grota said on any revaluation that is what you want to be uniform and equitable. 

Morris asked Grota how many municipalities he does.  Grota stated 53. Morris asked if he had enough staff to do the revaluation.  Grota said yes, the municipalities vary in size. Grota said they could also go back two years in assessments if they find a property with a lot of work done to it without the benefit of permits. 

Citizen Comments and Concerns: 

Jane Wester from the Ice Age Trail came to report on the damage to the bridge, signage, culverts and trails from vandals.  Wester stated they are looking for help from the Town to paint the bridge and replace the signs etc. Klink reported that the Town did that already in the last 10 years and put the special paint that doesn’t let graffiti adhere to it. Klink said it keeps happening and then it was too much for the paint.  Klink said the area is conducive to vandalism because of little traffic. Wester is trying to pinpoint when it is happening.  Klink said between 2 and 4 in the morning. 

Lichte asked if Judge Stern could mandate community service for something like this. Chapman said he thought that possible. 

David Newman – West Shore Dr. – Mr. Newman came in to ask about the process for the public hearing regarding the crematorium. Newman said he met that night with 50-60 people and wanted to be sure of the process. Morris stated there would be a sign-in sheet for people who want to speak.  Morris said it would be a joint hearing between the Plan Commission, a county staff representative and the Town Board.  Chapman said if the Town Board attends, then there isn’t a need for two public hearings. Morris said the petitioner would present their proposal, he would ask questions of the plan commission and board and then have comments opened up to the audience. 

Old Business: None 

New Business:  

Library Board Appointments, Tom Harbeck and Kathy Nelson to 2013 – A motion was made by Nawrocki to approve the three-year terms, second by Fleming. Motion carried. 

Approval for Liquor License for Hollywood’s Roadhouse LLC, Hwy C – Neuhofer explained her business plan. 

Clerk stated she asked Neuhofer to leave the outdoor premise off this license until the next 

Licensing period only because of the requirements the Town would be looking for. Clerk said she included a balcony and deck outside.  Clerk stated she wouldn’t recommend the balcony because of the danger. 

Nawrocki asked about the apartments in the building. Neuhofer said there were three. 

Clerk stated she received a concern about the possibility of a dance pole and private parties.  

Oman stated that you can’t have anyone in the bar after hours and if there were any exotic dancing, it probably would need another permit for an adult orientated establishment. Clerk also said the Town ordinance says all doors and windows are to be closed and their had many previous problems at the bar with drug use etc. Oman gave a copy of the ordinances to Neuhofer. 

Lichte stated that he had a concern about the balcony also and said the previous owner had done a lot to clean out the drug usage and hoped she would keep it that way. 

Chapman says he tells everyone if you perceive there might be a problem to call the Sheriff’s Dept. immediately.

Fleming made a motion to approve the license with outdoor premises listed, second by Lichte. 

Morris said he would not approve the outside premise at this time without more planning.

Fleming amended his motion to approve without the outside premises, Lichte amended his second to reflect the change. Motion carried. 

Woody’s Pub., Permit to Extend Licensed Premise Outside for Bean Bag Tournament – 

Fleming made a motion to approve the permit for extended premises outside on May 15th, second by Lichte. Motion carried. 

Discussion of Updating §9.17 and Burn Permits to Include Campfires – Clerk stated that 9.17 had some outdated material and was in conflict with our burning permit. Clerk said there was conflict with the burning permit and being able to have a campfire on a person’s property. Oman stated her understanding was if you had rocks around the campfire or campfire ring and met the weather conditions, it was allowed.  Clerk stated there needed to be clarification for all concerned. Chapman read some conditions from a DNR guide on outdoor burning and will work on revamping the town ordinance with standards.  No Action 

Lakeland Manor Subdivision Outlot, No Parking Signs - Klink said the town received a letter asking for no parking signs because of people going into the outlot. Klink said the neighbors wouldn’t like that because they wouldn’t be allowed parking either.  Morris said he talked to a neighbor that didn’t want the signage.  Lichte said there was no consensus. The recommendation was to have the person call the Sheriff’s Dept. if she thought there was suspicious activity going on. Lichte made a motion to approve no signage, second by Fleming. Motion carried. 

Library Addition and Renovation Closeout and Remaining Funds – Clerk explained the amount of the project and the amount remaining plus the interest as of 2009 was approximately $71,000. plus the interest to be recorded in 2010. 

Nawrocki made a motion to apply the residue from the loan plus the interest to pay down the principal on the loan payment, second by Lichte. Motion carried. 

Clerk Board and Attorney Reports – 

Lichte said he would be meeting with the Army Corp. of Engineers and the North Lake Management District. 

Oman reported on a recycling grant for the new receptacles for the Monches Rec. Club. Oman said the Town Hall would be taking off July 5th for the 4th of July holiday. 

Klink reported that the Center Oak Rd. project would be starting next week, which is a month early. Klink said the culverts would all be in tomorrow. 

Morris asked Klink if they notified the bus companies. Klink said yes and they would close the road for a little while to put in the box culvert. 

Klink said they were storing salt for the county because the county was overloaded. Klink said the County was giving the town salt for the storage. 

Morris asked about sweeping the road and sealcoating. Klink said should be next week and the bid for sealcoating will be next month. Klink said the price of sealcoating would be higher because of the oil prices. Klink reported on Road O and what the Town of Oconomowoc was doing to fix it. 

Nawrocki asked the board members to call about AB260 to the Governor’s Office. 

Morris reported on the WTA meeting on April 28th and the meeting to take place at the Town of Oconomowoc with regard to the proposed incorporation in Okauchee Lake on May 3rd. 

Letter from Village of Merton – Clerk read letter from the Village about a maintenance problem on a property in the Town of Merton. Chapman took a drive by and will send a letter and asked for more pictures from the Town. 

Operator’s Licenses – None 

Vouchers – A motion was made to approve by Fleming, second by Nawrocki. Motion carried. 

A motion was made to adjourn by Fleming, second by Lichte. 

Adjourned at 8:57p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan J. Oman

Town Clerk 
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