Town of Merton 

Town Board Minutes

Meeting of February 10, 2009 

· Called to order by Chairman Morris 

· Pledge of Allegiance led by Chairman Morris 

· Minutes of January 27, 2009. A motion was made to approve by Fleming, second by Miller. Motion carried. 

Present: Chairman Morris, Supervisor’s Fleming, Herrick, Miller and Nawrocki. Attorney Chapman and Clerk Oman. 

Also Present: Karen Fiedler, Waukesha County, Tim Klink, Eugene Dost, Barry Curci, Earl Cull, Dennis Kenealy, Jeanne Lubbert, Laura Milbrath, Craig Musbach and Deputy Gratton.

Citizen Comments and Concerns:  None 

Presentation by Karen Fiedler, Waukesha County Recycling and Multi-jurisdictional RFP for Garbage Pickup – Fiedler stated the county received 1 proposal for the RFP, but thought it was valid because there were 6 companies in all interested.  Fiedler felt the economy dictated the lack of proposals due to the equipment they would have to buy. 

Fiedler spoke to the board about the summary sheet that showed proposed costs for the 13 different municipalities. Fiedler said since the Town has no contract at present, a price difference could not be shown. Depending on the service a municipality chooses, same service choice or automated, which is curbside, the costs came out to 163.08 and 145.08 per year respectively. That charge would be put on the tax bills as a special charge. Clerk stated she is currently paying $ 336.00/yr to Veolia to show a comparison. 

Fiedler stated the Town currently has about 1800 residents that have garbage pickup and others use the transfer station or a business and have dumpsters. 

Fiedler said if the Town were to continue, they would come aboard in 2010. She said it would give the Town time to educate and promote more recycling through this process. 

Herrick asked if this would be all households?  Fiedler stated yes. 

Morris asked if all communities have contracts? Fiedler said all but three, New Berlin, Town of Merton and Town of Oconomowoc. Communities that have extended contracts are not viable right now. 
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Morris asked how long the contract would be.  Fielder said 7 years on trash, for the depreciation, 3 years for recycling to have an opportunity to go to single stream in the future and 5 years on yard waste. 

Fielder said the program would still be the blue bin system for recycling but with only 1 contractor it would be easier to distribute and budget for recycling. 

Fiedler said right now the Town is subsidizing the transfer station.  Clerk said the county said that it would be more of a mandatory obligation for recycling with one contractor and would allow more education of its residents. 

Morris asked Fiedler how long the town has to decide if they would choose to move forward.  Fiedler said they would like an answer hopefully within 30 days. 

Chapman asked if the town drops the proposal would it change the price. Fiedler said they were still looking at that.  Chapman asked if the Town of Oconomowoc could still participate.  Fiedler said yes and it might be a better way to improve the pricing if communities go together in the service. 

Lake Keesus Management District Update – Craig Musbach said despite the lack of a majority opinion, the recommendation of the LKMD for changes were as follows: 


Speed limit recommendation – change the current regulation to reflect a 40 MPH speed limit on weekends and holidays; no speed limit 

Monday through Friday. 


Slow no-wake recommendation – change the current regulation to reflect slow no-wake on weekends and holidays beginning at 6p.m. through 9a.m.; 


No change to the slow no-wake time Monday through Friday of sundown to 9a.m. 

Chapman said that slow no wake means lowest possible speed, and still have steerage. 

Morris said the LKMD survey was forwarded to Deputy Gondek and also to Kyle Drake at the DNR. Morris said a letter from the DNR in 1995 recommended 35MPH. 

Morris asked Musbach what the reason for no speed limit was and if there was concern for erosion on the shorelines. Morris said that wakeboards make a huge wake and affect the shores. 
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Musbach said he could make a huge wake with a boat going very slow. 

Musbach thought a speed limit was appropriate on weekends when the lake is busy but not during the week. Musbach said a speed limit wouldn’t solve the problem. Morris asked what other reasons would slow boats down. 

Musbach said speed limit was not a safety issue. 

Morris asked if the crowding was from residents or the boat launch. 

Musbach said it was a combination of both. Morris asked when the boat launch was busy. Musbach said generally in the morning for fisherman and in the afternoon for boats. 

Morris asked if the DNR is restocking the lake. Musbach said yes. 

New Business:

Library Addition & Renovation Project Draws – A motion was made by Herrick to approve $91,367.20 and $49,182.44, second by Miller. Motion carried. 

Monches Rec. Club, Proposed Lease Changes – Dennis Kenealy spoke for the Monches Rec. Club. Kenealy stated that when the lease was written, it was unclear who would be responsible for the damage to structures and property in the open. Kenealy said the Club has no problem taking responsibility for any damage they do, but felt since the park is Town owned, it should be the town’s responsibility to pay for vandalism.   

A motion was made by Herrick to amend the lease to include real property damages to be the liability of the town to pay for those damages, second by Miller. Motion carried.  Attorney Chapman will do a memo amendment to the lease. 

Stone Bank Pub & Eatery, St. Patrick’s Day Outdoor Alcohol Permit – Clerk explained the hours and outside drinking that was requested for the March 17th event. 

A motion was made to approve the following by Herrick, second by Fleming. 

· Extend premises for alcohol and music in tent outside from  

11:00a.m. to 6p.m. 


· Outside Music from 11:00a.m. until 6:00p.m. 

· Live Music Inside until Midnight

Motion carried. 
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Approval of Resolution for Hartman Fund – Chapman explained resolution and recommended approving. A motion was made to approve the resolution by Herrick, second by Miller. Motion carried. 

Introduction of a Resolution Vacating Portions of Hillcrest Dr. and Vista Dr. –

Chapman said the town board has to call for a public hearing to vacate portions of a road by introducing the resolution. The public hearing will be scheduled 40 days after the introduction. 

Chapman explained that a portion of this road had been vacated already and it was discovered that part of the roadway lied on personal properties.  Chapman said that 4 parcels are involved.  Klink said that he and Scott Bence had looked at the road and none of the road would disappear with this vacation and that the town would be getting a little more for trucks to turn around. Chapman explained the exhibits to show the part dedicated to the town. 

Chapman read the resolution and said it requires a Class III notice. The Clerk has scheduled the public hearing for March 24th. 

A motion to accept the introduction was made by Fleming, second by Herrick. Motion carried. 

Clerk Board and Attorney Reports:

Herrick reported on the BOA meetings. Clerk stated the auditors are at the town this week.                                                                                                                                       

Morris reported on the bid received for a boat motor for the boat patrol that was budgeted for this year. Morris reported on the mandatory sick pay that is happening in the City of Milwaukee. Morris said that he and the board had received an invitation to a Tall Pines Meeting at the Town of Oconomowoc for agricultural land on February 25th, he would be attending, along with the planner. 

Operator’s Licenses – None 

Vouchers – A motion was made to approve by Miller, second by Fleming. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Miller to adjourn, second by Herrick. 

Adjourned at 8:17p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan J. Oman, Town Clerk 
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